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SUBJECT: BOTSWANA VIEWS ON POSTPONED LUSAKA MEETING 

1. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE ERONT PAGE STORY IN SEPTEMBER 10 

ISSUE OF THE GOVERNMENT PUBLISHED BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS, HEAD- 
LINED "PRESIDENT KEEP TABS ON RHODESIA" 

2. QUOTE: 

THE OFEICE OF THE PRESIDENT CONEIRMED THIS WEEK REPORTS THAT 
THE PRESIDENTS OE BOTSWANA, MOZAMBIQUE AND TANZANIA HAD 
PLANNED TO MEET LAST WEEKEND WITH PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA IN 
LUSAKA TO PROBE THE POSSIBILITY OE BREAKING THE DEADLOCK 
OF RHODESIA'S CONSTITUTIONAL FUTURE. 
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THE MEETING HAD BEEN POSTPONED. HE SAID THE FOUR HEADS 

OF STATES, SIR SERETSE KHAMA, SAMORA MACHEL, JULIUS NYERERE 

AND DR. KAUNDA, WERE WORKING ON A NEW SCHEDULE FOR THE MEETING. 

4. THE FOUR PRESIDENTS HAVE SINCE EARLY THIS YEAR PLAYED A 
MAJOR ROLE IN PROMOTING TALKS ON THE RHODESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL 
DISPUTE. THEY MANAGED TO UNITE THE RHODESIAN RIVAL NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENTS (ZANU, ZAPU, FROLIZI) UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF THE AFRICAN 
NATIONAL COUNCIL (ANC). 

5. LATER BOTSWANA, MOZAMBIQUE AND TANZANIA WERE GUARANTORS OF 
THE PRETORIA AGREEMENT - SIGNED BY SOUTH AFRICA, ZAMBIA AND 
RHODESIA'S WHITE MINORITY GOVERNMENT - WHICH LED TO THE VICTORIA 
FALLS TRAIN TALKS. 

6. THE TASK OF THE AFRICAN PRESIDENTS HAS BEEN MADE MORE DIFFI- 
CULT BY AN APPARENT SPLIT THAT HAS OCCURED IN RHODESIA'S 
AFRICAN COUNCIL SINCE THE VICTORIA FALLS CONFERENCE. 

7. REUTERS REPORTS THAT ON MONDAY THE RHODESIAN AFRICAN 
NATIONALISTS CLASHED OVER A PLAN TO HOLD A CONGRESS LATER 
THIS MONTH TO DISCUSS THEIR LEADERSHIP ISSUE. THE CONGRESS 
WAS SET FOR SEPTEMBER 27 AND 28 BY A CONTROVERSIAL MEETING 

OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL COUNCIL (ANC). 

8. IT IS EXPECTED THAT A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN AT THE CONGRESS 

OVER WHO SHOULD LEAD THE ANC IN ANY NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE WHITE 
MINORITY GOVERNMENT ON THE FUTURE OF RHODESIA. 

9. PRIME MOVER IN SETTING UP THE CONGRESS WAS MR. JOSHUA NKOMO, 

A FORMER LEADER OF THE ZIMBABWE AFRICAN PEOPLES UNION (ZAPU) 
WHOSE SUPPORTERS ATTENDED SUNDAY'S EXECUTIVE MEETING. 

END QUOTE. 

THOMSEN 
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